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Chapter 1: Introduction and Regional Profiles 

1.1. Project background:  

Urban areas in past have not received much attention in terms of their planning, development 

and management despite the fact that cities and economic development are inextricably 

linked. Because of high productivity of urban areas, economic development activities get 

located in cities. Accordingly, it is desirable that human settlements are provided with 

necessary planning and development inputs so that their orderly growth and development is 

ensured. This would also be necessary for ensuring efficient functioning of human 

settlements for improving their productivity and for providing desirable quality of life to its 

residents in order to cater to their economic, physical and metaphysical needs. The urban 

development strategy for any state thus assumes importance for not only its economic 

emancipation but also its physical well-being. 

Therefore, the real challenge before the planning and development of towns/cities is to have 

balanced development in all spheres of urban life: physical, social and economic in a 

comprehensive manner. There is need to make urban transition efficient, equitable and cost 

effective by making policies and bringing out new projects/schemes. For this preparation of 

Master Plan becomes the guiding principle for wiping out the deficits in urban infrastructure, 

mining the problems and exploring the potentials of the city. 

ñMaster Plan (MP)ò is identified as a strategic tool to achieve the above objectives. 

Considering the role and importance of rational and orderly growth of urban centers, the 

Government of Jammu and Kashmir intends to streamline the development process in urban 

settlements to ensure that these settlements continue to achieve their objectives of improved 

efficiency and productivity. Accordingly, it is desirable to have a stringent check on 

haphazard development and have an optimum land use plan for these cities/towns. In the 

process, the state government has taken the decision to prepare Master Plans for all towns and 

cities for a directed development and to provide required amenities to its people. 

The Town planning organization Jammu is an apex institution for promoting the balanced 

urban growth in the region of Jammu in the State of Jammu and Kashmir. It has undertaken 

the task of providing planned residential, commercial and industrial spaces incorporating the 

latest state of the art technology and town planning norms. In this process, Town planning 

organization Jammu has taken up the preparation of the Master Plan for Udhampur to address 

the infrastructure and service delivery gaps in Udhampur and to make the growth and 

development of Local Planning Area (L.P.A) rational. The key objective of the Master Plan is 
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to formulate a long-term vision and strategy to make the L.P.A vibrant, livable and 

creditworthy. Besides rationalizing the land use pattern, the Master Plan will also facilitate 

the identification of sectoral investments and reform areas needed to transform the Local 

Planning Area Udhampur. 

1.2. Objectives: 

The prime objective of the Master Plan is to promote, guide and rationalize the future growth 

and development of urban centers. It will endorse growth in the desired direction, promote 

economic development, improving service delivery and providing amenities to its people. 

Master Plan ensures rational policy choices besides providing a flexible framework based on 

ground realities for a defined time span. Master Plan is an appropriate and scientific tool for 

promoting systematic & planned growth of the city in the form of the following: 

1. Identifying existing gaps in physical and social infrastructure & to bridge those gaps 

2. Making city assessment and to suggest strategies for its economic development. 

3. Leveraging economy. 

4. Rationalization of land use and their interrelationships. 

5. Minimizing haphazard and uncontrolled growth of town/cities and to achieve planned 

growth and development in order to provide healthy living environment. 

6. Promote better urban governance and resource generation for planned urban 

development.  

7. Rationalizing the orderly movement of traffic and transportation within the town and 

defining the area for laying down network of various services.  

8. Indicating spatial distribution of physical/social infrastructure for optimum use. 

9. Ensuring systematic, balanced & integrated development. 

10. Framing mechanism/strategies for solving out the core area problems. 

1.3. Scope of work: 

The scope of Master Plan to be prepared covers the following aspects in close coordination 

with Town Planning Organization, Jammu. The language of documentation and reporting 

shall be in English. The activities to be taken up and major issues pertaining to each activity 

are as follows: 

The consultant shall prepare the Draft Master Plan(s) for the town(s) in close 

coordination with Town Planning Organization, Jammu. The language of documentation and 

reporting shall be in English. The activities to be taken up by the consultant and major issues 

pertaining to each activity are as follows: 
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1.3.1. Preparation of Inception Report and Urban Area Notification Document 

The consultant shall prepare an Inception Report/detailed proposals for each activity 

separately. 

a) Study Maps 

i) Study Maps showing city/town and its environs at a scale 1:10000; 

ii)  Collection and superimposition of Revenue Maps on a map at (i); 

iii)  Revenue village boundaries up to the depth of at least two revenue villages outside the 

tentatively proposed urbanisable limits shall be shown. However, in case of any 

discrepancy regarding size, depth, area etc of a revenue village at the periphery, the 

consultant shall decide the same in consultation with the Chief Town Planner, TPO 

Jammu; 

iv) Maps showing city/town growth trends and constraints; 

v) Regional setting Map shall be prepared at a scale 1:25000 using GT Sheets or Satellite 

Imageries and other mapping techniques. 

b) Baseline Analysis 

i) A justification note based on baseline situation analysis for identification and 

delimitation of urbanisable limits of the town for the horizon year shall be carried to 

assess land requirements. The study shall be based on following parameters: 

a. Land use suitability analysis based on existing physical thresholds, topography, land 

productivity and identification of prime agricultural/horticulture areas; 

b. Assessment of areas of influence based on flow of goods and services to and from the 

town; 

c. Existing demographic profile of the town; 

d. Existing tourist flows and projections for the horizon year 

e. Population projections for the horizon year; 

f. Assessment of land requirements for different uses as prescribed in the UDPFI 

Guidelines applicable for hill towns. 

c) Draft of the Urban Area (Local Area) Notification Document 

i) Brief note as discussed at b(i); 

ii)  Proposed Urban Area Map showing proposed Urbanisable limits including both 

Developed Area and Developable Area. The map shall, in other words be prepared for 

entire Local Area/Planning Area for  implementation of periphery controls in the rural 

fringe for harmonizing regional and urban growth at large 
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iii)  List of Revenue villages to be included in the Notification Document duly 

authenticated by the concerned Revenue Organization shall be prepared. Action with 

regard to authentication of revenue village shall be done in consultation with the 

Office of the Chief Town Planner, Town Planning Organization Jammu 

iv) The Draft Map as discussed at c(ii) shall be prepared at a scale 1:10,000 and shall be 

prepared in colour and black & white; 

v) For definition of Planning Area, Urbanisable limits, Developed Area Limits or 

Developable Area Limits, boundaries of the revenue villages shall be considered for 

the same. 

1.3.2. Preparation of Base Map 

i) For preparation of Base Map, entire Planning Area or Local Area as discussed at c(ii) 

and c(v); 

ii)  Base map shall contain physical and cultural features, roads, and existing settlements 

etc; 

iii)  Base map shall be prepared at a scale 1:5000; 

iv) The map shall be prepared in suitable layers; one layer for each category or sub-

category of use. 

1.3.3. Preparation of existing Land use Map 

i) The Base Map at 2.2 shall be updated on ground to include the latest 

ii)  development and avoid any erroneous incongruity between the actual land use and the 

landuse adopted otherwise for the Master Plan; 

iii)  Categories of land use and symbols and colors used to depict the same shall be as per 

standard guidelines; 

iv) The existing landuse map shall be prepared in layers; one layer for each category or 

sub-category of use; 

v) In case of multiple uses existing in a single property, predominant use on shall be 

recorded as landuse for that property; 

vi) Separate layers for Revenue Maps, Landuse suitability analysis shall be prepared for 

superimposition on an existing landuse map of the town. 

1.3.4. Collection and Analysis of Physical and Socio-Economic Data 

i) Data regarding physical and socio-economic aspects of the study area (Planning Area) 

shall be collected from primary and secondary sources. A comprehensive database 

about population and its attributes (urban-rural composition, ward wise population, 
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age-sex distribution, WFPR, occupational structure, etc as per latest census records) 

shall be collected at 5% sample size for the entire planning area; 

ii)  Industrial Base of the town-existing and potential; 

iii)  Potential for eco-friendly industrial units etc; 

iv) Commercial activities including both retail and wholesale, business, warehousing and 

godowns, mandies, rural markets, 

v) Street vending activities: identification and number of street vendors, their problems 

and measures for their rehabilitation etc.; 

vi) Services and facilities (Education, health, power, telecommunication etc.); 

vii)  Other community facilities; 

viii)  Social, cultural and other religious facilities; 

ix) Recreational facilities including parks, gardens, multipurpose open spaces etc 

x) Traffic and Transportation, Roads, parking, and related problems etc; (Necessary 

surveys shall be conducted to assess the nature of problems) 

xi) Solid waste and other waste generation and disposal etc; 

xii)  Sewerage and drainage; 

xiii)  Existing facade, urban landscape, streetscape supported by photographs and 3D 

model; 

xiv) Agriculture and allied activities; 

xv) Tourism 

xvi) Any other aspect relevant for the study of master plan. 

1.3.5. Projections and Possible Development Scenarios 

i) The base year data pertaining to socio-economic aspects shall be projected involving 

scientific methods and techniques for horizon period; 

ii)  Projections regarding population, work force participation rate, and industrial workers 

shall be carried to evolve the possible development scenarios of the town; 

iii)  Selection of an Optimal Development Scenario based SWOT analysis and projections 

made; 

1.3.6. Preparation of Master Plan Proposals 

i) Draft proposals shall be made regarding each aspect of town development like 

residential, commercial, industrial, heritage conservation, housing, tourism, 

environmental and other socio-cultural infrastructure; 

ii)  Preparation of a comprehensive Transportation network Plan for the Horizon period 

taking into account all aspects of traffic and transportation; 
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iii)  Proposals shall be made regarding alleviation of urban poverty, rehabilitation of street 

vendors, infrastructure development, community facilities etc; 

iv) The consultant shall prepare proposals about implementation strategy, phasing of 

development and institutional framework required for the same; 

1.3.7.  Preparation of Master Plan Report 

i) Draft master plan shall consist of a detailed report supported by existing landuse map, 

Proposed landuse Map, Draft Urban Area Map; 

ii)  The Report shall be based on analytical study of data and its synthesis employing 

statistical tools and techniques; 

iii)  Development controls proposed shall be based on ground realities with a separate 

chapter on façade controls for improving aesthetics of the town at large; 

iv) The contents of the Report. 

1.4. Approach to Master Plan 

Approach to the preparation of Master Plan would involve outlining the critical issues of city 

development, undertaking a demand-supply gap analysis and formulating a management 

framework including outlining strategies and guidelines for future growth and development 

of Udhampur city and LPA. It will also include options for promoting rational development 

through the introduction of a regulatory mechanism including realistic planning and 

management interventions within the overall regulatory and institutional framework. A 

development action plan comprising of implementation schedule, role of stakeholders, 

regulation and institutional strengthening mechanism etc. will form an integral part of the 

Master Plan. The Master Plan will take into account the current status of municipal services - 

its fiscal status, operational and management procedures besides putting in place effective 

monitoring mechanism. The preparation of the Master Plan will be based on existing trend of 

development taking into account Development Plans/Schemes of public and private agencies 

operating in the city and contributing towards its growth and development. 

The detailed methodology for preparation of the Master Plan of Udhampur includes data 

collection, city assessment, identifying gaps in service delivery and infrastructure network, 

identifying strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats, preparing Existing Land use 

Plan, thematic maps, Proposed Land use Plan etc. as defined below  

1.5. Methodology for Master Plan 

The various stages of preparation of Master Plan include: 
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1. Identification of Local Planning Area  

2. Preparation of Existing Land Use Plan 

¶ Using Satellite Imageries 

¶ Using Available Plans 

¶ Ground Surveys 

¶ Revenue Plans 

3. Assessment and analysis of Local Planning Area in terms of 

¶ Regional Setting 

¶ Historical Evolution 

¶ Demographic Studies 

¶ Socio-Economic Studies 

¶ Traffic & Transportation 

¶ Physical Infrastructure (Water Supply, Sewerage, Solid Waste Management, 

Electricity) 

¶ Social Infrastructure (Educational, Medical, Recreational, Miscellaneous Facilities) 

¶ Environmental Studies 

¶ Heritage and Tourism 

¶ Growth Pattern 

¶ Land use Studies 

¶ Available studies and report 

4. Gaps and Problem Identification through 

¶ Comparison with available norms and standards 

¶ Identification of the critical problems and infrastructure gaps 

5. Carrying out S.W.O.T analysis based upon 

¶ Studies made and analysis carried on 

¶ City Assessment 

¶ Identified problems and gaps 

¶ Identifying major socio-economic drivers 

¶ Working out requirements 

¶ Population Projections 

¶ Norms and Standards 

¶  Broad Land use Requirements. 

6. Defining Conceptual Framework through 

¶ Defining Vision for future growth and development 

¶  Identifying broad objectives 

¶ Laying down mission statements for critical areas 

7. Preparation of Concept Plan 
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8. Evolving Proposed Land Use Plan and Traffic & Transportation Plan along with 

Development Control Regulations (D.C.R) 

¶ Based on existing land use plan 

¶ Studies and assessment made 

¶ Gaps and problems identified 

¶ Objectives framed 

¶ Future population growth 

¶ Future infrastructure requirements 

¶ Available land for development 

¶ Preparing Phasing and institutional framework 
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1.6. Regional setting  

This aspect is studied in order to view the developments taking place in Udhampur in 

regional context and to evaluate the Locational advantages and disadvantages of the city of 

Udhampur. In the Master Plan, this aspect would help in proposing the activities that can be 

explored based upon the regional potential and linkages.  

1.6.1. Introduction to Town ï Udhampur  

Udhampur  is a city and a municipal council in Udhampur District in the Indian state of 

Jammu and Kashmir. Situated among lush green forests of Eucalyptus, it is the second-largest 

city of the Jammu region and the fourth-largest city in the state of Jammu and Kashmir. 

Named after Raja Udham Singh, it serves as the district capital and the Northern Command 

headquarters of the Indian Army. A Forward Base Support Unit (FBSU) of the Indian Air 

Force is also stationed there. Udhampur is used by the Armed Forces as a transit point 

between Jammu and Srinagar when travelling by road (National Highway Number 44). 

1.6.2. Location of Town in its Regional context 

 In the outer hills and middle mountains of Chenab Valley, there are many longitudinal 

valleys called ñDunsô Udhampur is one typical example of this type of valleys. It lies between 

about 32° - 32ô to 33Á - 30ô north latitude and 74Á - 75ô East longitude. The town is situated at 

an elevation of about 6oo meters above mean sea level. Udhampur town lies between the 

plains of Punjab in south-west, high mountains ranges of Pir Panchal on its north east 

Physiographically the state of Jammu and Kashmir has three district regions viz. Jammu 

Division, Kashmir Division, Ladakh Division, Physically and culturally Jammu Division is 

formed of three distinct main regions, namely the ñChenab Valley Regionò, Tawi Valley, 

Manawar Tawi Region and Poonch Nallah and Batar Nallah region. 

1.6.3. Transport linkages 

Udhampur is well connected to the rest of India by Road and Rail both to rest of India. 

1. Road  

Udhampur is well connected by road as it is located on National Highway 44 to Srinagar, 

which is the only national highway that connects Srinagar to the rest of India. Four laning 

works on Jammu-Udhampur National Highway is on full swing. Bus services (both private 

and state owned) are the most common mode of public transportation to and from Udampur. 

Frequent connections to the Kashmir Valley and Jammu are easily available. Udhampur is 

just 68 km ahead of Jammu city towards Srinagar. Katra too is only 23 km off Udhampur 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Municipal_council
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Udhampur_District
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/States_and_territories_of_India
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jammu_and_Kashmir
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jammu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Army
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Air_Force
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Air_Force
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jammu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Srinagar
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2. Rail  

The town was recently connected by the new Kashmir Railway line leg 0 from Jammu which 

is part of a wider project to connect the Kashmir valley with the rest of India via a rail link. 

The "Uttar Sampark Kranti" train from [New Delhi] was the first train to run on this link in 

2005. Commuter unresrved passenger trains linking Jammu and Udhampur (and pathankot 

also) also run on a daily basis and are quite popular. The rail link to Katra is also nearing 

completion (expected to be complete by 2013). Once finished, many more trains from 

different parts of the country are expected to pass by the city. More recently, three more 

trains were extended/run till Udhampur. 

¶ Delhi sarai rohilla-udhampur Special  

¶ Delhi-udhampur Jammu Mail   

¶ Ahmedabad-udhampur janmabhoomi express  

¶ Delhi sarai rohilla-udhampur AC express  

¶ Indore-udhampur malwa Express  

1.6.4. Civil Administration  

There are four Tehsils in Udhampur district namely namely Udhampur, Ramnagar, Chenani 

and Majalta.  There is only one Municipal council i.e. Udhampur and 2 no. Municipal 

Committees. They are Chenani and Ramnagar respectively.  

 Udhampur town being the District Headquarter accommodates the entire district Head 

quarter offices as well as important government offices, besides the northern command base 

of the army. The office of the Municipal council Udhampur has its own premises. Municipal 

council looks after maintenance of lanes and drains, street lighting and sanitation etc. 

Besides being the District Headquarter and an important situation of town destination, the 

regional importance of Udhampur can be assessed as follows:   

ü Udhampur is second-largest city of the Jammu region and the fourth-largest city in the 

state of Jammu and Kashmir and a great centre of learning and literature. It has 

number of educational institutions of regional importance, such as Degree Colleges, 

B. Ed. colleges, police training college etc. 

ü Presence of strong regional linkages, two National Highway namely NH 44 and Dhar 

road it at a very strategic position with respect to the other districts by providing 

connectivity to the other parts of the state and country as well. Apart from the 

extensive road network, it also enjoys good rail connectivity with the other parts of 

the country. (Refer Map No. 1) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kashmir_Railway
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jammu
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ü Udhampur town being the District Headquarter accommodates the entire district Head 

quarter offices as well as important government offices, besides the northern 

command base of the army. 

 
 

Figure 1.1- Regional setting of Udhampur town 

1.6.5. Regional Resources: 

The number of natural resources which are available in the region of Udhampur which can be 

helpful for the development of the town ï Udhampur which are described below: 

1. Land:- 

Udhampur District covers an area of 4,310 Sq. Km (Old Udhampur district in 2001). The 

cultivated land accounts for only 16.34% of this area. The forest occupy 43.28% of the area, 

cultivable waste land is 17.20 %, and the area which is not available for cultivation is 23.18 

% (Table 1.1) 
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Table1.1 ï Land Utilizatio n in Udhampur district  

Category  Land Utilization (In 1000 

Hectares) 

Reporting area 431 

Area under forest 192 

Non agricultural uses 80 

Barren and uncultivable 

land 

29 

Permanent pastures and 

other grazing land 

11 

Misc. tree crops 20 

Culturable waste land 18 

Fallow 1 

Current fallow 11 

Net sown area 70 

Source: village Records 

2. Mineral Resources:- 

As per the studies conducted Udhampur District has mineral resourses in abundance, like coal 

fields in Jungal-Gali, existence of Bauxite & lignite ores with coal belts in Kanthan and 

availability of 500 to 600 million tones of lime. 

This District has expance vast undulating mountaneous area, with meandering rivers like 

Chenab, Tawi, Ujh, Devak and trubulant Nallah of Beruwan and Sacred Nallhas of Banganga 

and Jajhar Kotli flowing through flat rocks on lower levels and lush green patches on higher 

areas, forming forest wealth and meadows, which gives room for Nomads to temporarily 

place their cattle for grazing purposes, thereby raising their economics by way of supply of 

milk and its by-products, which get routed through this town. 

3. Water Resources:- 

The mighty & coldest rivers transversing in Ghooms & Zooms, somewhere sluggish & 

somewhere turbulent through the District and forming the water shed, have mighty potential 

for Macro & Micro Hydel Projects. There is also a potentiality of connecting it by grids, since 

levels allow for the same. 

The rivers after development of Hydel projects & forming the lakes can best be utilized for 

commuter transportation & development of fish culture. This also has the potential for 

development of the district for the tourism. 
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The rivers and water bodies need to be examined in depth for the development of integrated 

grid, for development of Macro & Micro Hydel schemes, development of transportation & 

piscies culture.  

4. Tourism:- 

The district and its sub-regional locations have already multi-fold tourism cum pilgrim 

transitory/destination areas, existing tourism infrastructure for active & passive recreational 

activities, and peaks for mountaineering, trekking, hitchhiking, golfrings, skating etc.  

The climate of this district varies from hot at lower places to moderate at higher levels during 

summer, which is another attraction for the Nomads to shift from plains. In its immediate 

vicinity there are places of tourist and pilgrim interest where one can enjoy coolest 

environment during scorching summer periods. 

5. Flora and fauna 

Udhampur district has a lot of forest area various types of flora exits in the area like Pine, 

deodar, Khai, sheesham, bamboo, palmgrade shrubs constituting slopes valleys, reclining 

rocks and fairly wide river beds where threre is a feasibility of rcalling the lands and put the 

same to agriculture and its related use. 

The fauna constituients of this district are  

1. Neel gai 

2. Cheetah 

3. Wild beer 

4. Fox 

5. Deer 

6. Wild foul 

7. Peacock 

8. Parrots 

9. Kuckoo 

10. Monkeys and aquatic species  

This connotes that environment and ecological character of the district. 
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1.7. Local planning area Udhampur Master plan: 

The urban area notification of the town is the initiation of the process of preparation of master 

plan. In this process, the town and its influences area are delineated. The Udhampur Local 

Planning Area covers an area of 6223 hectares with a total population of 122551 persons for 

preparation of the Master Plan. It consists of Municipal Council ï Udhampur with an area 

668.40 hectares (including Udhampur Cantonment) and rural settlements. The list of all 

settlements falling in Udhampur L.P.A is attached as Annexure I  showing settlement and 

population details. 

While delineating the Local Planning Area of Udhampur the following factors mentioned in 

RFP document: 

a. Land use suitability analysis based on existing physical thresholds, topography, land 

productivity and identification of prime agricultural/horticulture areas; 

b. Assessment of areas of influence based on flow of goods and services to and from the 

town; 

c. Existing demographic profile of the town; 

d. Existing tourist flows and projections for the horizon year 

e. Population projections for the horizon year; 

f. Assessment of land requirements for different uses as prescribed in the UDPFI 

Guidelines applicable for hill towns. 

The delineated area of Udhampur master plan has been shown on the Map no -1 

1.8. Physical Characteristics: 

1.8.1. Topography and slope Analysis 

The topographical profile of Udhampur consisting of undulating mounds, dunes has gradual 

land slopes from north to south and all eastern ridge towards river tawi, and western ridge 

towards Devak nallah, far western towards Beerwan kahd. This has a sizeable water shed area 

consisting of dense forests of Gangera Sharda forests of gangera, Sharda forest, Chattri, 

sumabl and sui, rakh tanda, and jakhain, long stretches of platues and elevated Ground along 

Dhar Udhampur Road form a water shed towards Beriyal, kawa; rich agricultural lands which 

also has a defence airport. Similarly, western stretch of balian Udhampur road, Slopes 

abrubtly forming water shed and Drainage towards Devak Which becomes a tributary of 

Beerwan Nalah at barian village. The rising mounds of land in between Devak and Beerwan 

Nalah are also towards Balian Forming intersecting mounds and land Protrusions; with 

platues and water bodies in the top.  Refer (Map 2 and 3) 
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1.8.2. Soil 

The soil in all parts of the Tehsil is Gurari, Sakawat, Sekli, Khankhar and Sandy and depth of 

earth varies from 1 to 10 feet. The land situated at the distance from the hills are deep in 

general and the layers of earth get thinner as we go nearer & nearer, the hills thus they are at 

places deep enough on the slopes and even on the tops of mountains beneath these layer of 

earth there are beds of rocks stone, Khankhar and strata of state and round stones mixed with 

Khankhar of earth, whilst a bed limestone is seldom come across. 

1.8.3. Climate 

Talking of Udhampur city in particular the climate is sub-tropical and generally dry except 

during the south west monsoon season.  Summer temperatures do not cross 40 degrees while 

in winters mercury generally dips to 2 degrees or even sometimes to zero. The lowest 

humidity is recorded in the month of May and highest in the July and August. Heavy 

downpour is also experienced. The annual rainfall is 900 cm mainly in monsoons and winters 

due to Western Disturbances.Ramnagar town nearby experiences heaviest annual rainfall in a 

year. Udhampur rarely experiences snow while there may be snow in upper reaches 

.However due to changing climate patterns snowfall has been experienced in some years.In 

the year 2011 it snowed and there was about 15 cm snow. Heavy hailstorms with piles of hail 

can be experienced in February and March. On the basis monthly temperature record 

available for the town, the year map is divided into four zones; 

Table 1.2 Climate data for Udhampur 

Mont

h 
Jan 

Fe

b 
Mar  Apr  May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Year 

Recor

d 

high 

°C 

(°F) 

24 

(75) 

29 

(84

) 

33 

(91) 
39 

(102) 
44 

(111) 
46 

(115) 
42 

(108) 
38 

(100) 
32 

(90) 
31 

(88) 
29 

(84) 
25 

(77) 
46 

(115) 

Avera

ge 

high 

°C 

(°F) 

18.8 

(65.8) 

21.

9 

(71

.4) 

26.6 

(79.9

) 

32.9 

(91.2

) 

38.3 

(100.

9) 

40.6 

(105.

1) 

35.5 

(95.9) 
33.7 

(92.7) 

33.6 

(92.5

) 

31.7 

(89.

1) 

26.8 

(80.2

) 

21.1 

(70.0) 
30.1 

(86.2) 

Avera

ge 

low 

°C 

(°F) 

1.2 

(34.2) 

9.7 

(49

.5) 

13.6 

(56.5

) 

19.0 

(66.2

) 

24.4 

(75.9

) 

26.8 

(80.2

) 

24.5 

(76.1) 
24.0 

(75.2) 

23.0 

(73.4

) 

18.4 

(65.

1) 

12.6 

(54.7

) 

8.5 

(47.3) 
17.7 

(63.9) 

Recor ī3 ī3.3 6 7 13 13 8 12 4 2 ī3 ī3.4 
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d low 

°C 

(°F) 

(27) 4 

(25

.9) 

(37) (43) (45) (55) (55) (46) (54) (39) (36) (27) (25.9) 

Rainf

all 

mm 

(inche

s) 

50.0 

(1.969

) 

46.

4 

(1.

827

) 

53.2 

(2.09

4) 

26.3 

(1.03

5) 

16.0 

(0.63

) 

51.8 

(2.03

9) 

283.4 

(11.1

57) 

644.5 

(25.3

74) 

123.

9 

(4.87

8) 

38.1 

(1.5

) 

11.9 

(0.46

9) 

42.2 

(1.661) 
1,387.7 

(54.634) 

Source: www.wikipedia.com 

1. The cold Zone (November to February) 

2. The hot season (m̀arch to June) 

3. The south west Monsoon (July to September) 

4. The post monsoon (October) 

1.9. Historical Evolution and Growth pattern : 

1.9.1. History and Growth 

The town Udhampur founded by Raja Udham Singh S/o Sh Gulab Singh in the Mid of 19
th
 

century is presenty an agglomeration of many settlements and is cris ï crossed by National 

Highway IA and dhar ïUdhampur road, Infect the town is an agglomeration of small 

settlements presently growing along the National Highway 44 and Dhar Road in a ribbon 

fashion.  

Conceptually its Evolution through its Historical growth has been like that of a Focii and 

interception of routes on all directions and structure of a town as that of a cob web.  Coming 

to the present scenario, upto year 1994 & 1995, the area of Municipal Council Udhampur was 

extended in accordance to the nature of development, which was observed in North to south. 

After this, in 2004-05 the number of wards were increased to 17 from 12, but interesting fact 

is that the total area of city remained same i.e. 399 hectare.  

http://www.wikipedia.com/
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Chapter 2- Socio Economic Profile 

The chapter involves the statistical study of population size, distribution and composition of 

human settlements. It requires data on various aspects of population. The data collected for 

population studies is broadly categorized as time series data and spatial data. In the former, 

change and transformation of various demographic aspects are measured. In the later 

distribution pattern is studied. The study of demographic characteristics and employment is 

required for the assessment and for evaluation of the existing civic and infrastructural 

facilities. The study of economy is also required for assessing the economic base or potential 

of a particular area. The economic base is one of the important determinants of proposed land 

use. This information forms the basis for the formulation of future Master Plan and policies. 

2.1. Population Growth of LPA, Udhampur 

LPA, Udhampur includes only one urban settlement i.e. Udhampur Municipal area and 47 

villages. LPA Udhampur experienced growth rate of 28.44 and 71.11 during the year 1971-81 

and 1981-2001 respectively, thus showing increment in the population growth rate during the 

last decade which might be attributed to the strengthening the economic base of this area. 

Udhampur is an important city of Udhampur district and is only urban settlement of its LPA 

with population 81273 persons in 2001, whereas the population of rural areas is 41278 

persons as per census 2001. The comparative growth trend of population of LPA, Udhampur 

and Jammu and Kashmir State is given in Table 2.1 below- 

Table No 2.1- Population and Growth rate of Jammu & Kashmir State and LPA, 

Udhampur 

 

Population  Growth Rate 

1971 1981 2001 2011 
1981-

91 

1981-

2001 

2001-

2011 

 Population State Jammu & Kashmir  

Urban 1658221 1260403 2516638 3414106 -31.56 49.91 26.28 

Rural 2758411 4726986 7627062 9134820 41.64 38.02 16.50 

Total 4416632 5987389 10143700 12548926 26.23 40.97 19.10 

 Population Udhampur LPA  

Urban 16392 22909 56897 56553 28.44 59.73 -0.6* 

Urban 

villages in 

Udhampur 

LPA 

  24376 
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Rural 

Settlements 

in LPA 

----- ---- 41278 

 

----- ---- 

 

Total population of LPA 122551     

Source: census 1971, 1981, 2001. 

*this figure has been calculated during the census 2011 but the census was not done properly 

due the issues of reservation quotas of rural anf forest areas so the figure is going to be wrong 

and may not be considered. 

The Table 2.1 depicts that the growth rate of population of LPA Udhampur shown a 

increasing trend during 1971-2001, with the growth rate of 28.44% during 1971-1981 and 

59.73% during 1981-2001 which is very high in comparison to the growth rate of Jammu and 

Kashmir State during the respective decades. The growth rate of urban population of LPA 

Udhampur was much higher than the State Urban during respective decades. The point 

should be noted that the Census 1991 was not held here so the growth rate has been taken of 

twenty years during 1981 and 2001. So that we can assume here that the actual growth rate 

during these two decades will be the half of the given growth rate which is shown in the 

rightmost column of Table 2.1 The growth trend of population of LPA Udhampur urban area is 

also shown in figure 1 below- 

 

                                             Source: census 1971, 1981, 2001, 2011 

Figure 2.1 -Population growth Trend 
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2.2. Population Characteristics 

2.2.1. Growth rate 

As already stated Udhampur is an important urban settlement of district the only urban area 

of LPA, Udhampur. Population growth (Table no2.1) of Udhampur city over the decades 

from 1971 to 2001 is given in figure 2. While reflecting the figures of above table into a 

diagrammatical from it gives an immediate impression of variation of growth rate as shown 

in Figure No 2. 

 

Figure 2.2 ï Population Growth Rate of Udhampur 

2.2.2. Sex ratio in Udhampur 

According to 2011 census, the sex ratio was 911 females per 1000 males AT city level y level 

when compared with the state figure of 892 females per 1000 males seems to be very positive  

approach with the figure 2011. 

2.2.3. Literacy in Udhampur  

Table No. 2.2 depicts that the literacy rate in Udhampur LPA. It has been recorded that 

Literacy rate is 72.88% in case of total literacy rate of Udhampur LPA, in case of males it 

is78.16 % and in case of female it is 60.69 %. In case of urban area which is Udhampur city 

total literacy rate is higher than the rural area of LPA. Similar is the case of male literacy rate 

as well as female literacy rate. But on comparing sex wise, literacy rate is higher in case of 

males than the females. It shows that awareness for women education is more prevalent in the 

rural folk than the whole of L.P.A. 
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Table no 2.2 ï Literacy rate in Udhampur LPA  as per census 2001 

 
Total 

population 

Total 

Literates 

Total 

literacy 

rate 

Male literacy rate Female Literacy Rate 

Total Number % Total Number % 

Census 2001 

Urban 81273 63235 77.80 49499 41395 83.62 31774 21840 68.73 

Rural  41278 23633 57.25 21967 14465 65.84 19311 9168 47.47 

Total 122551 86868 70.88 71466 55860 78.16 51085 31008 60.69 

Census 2011 

Urban  56553 43719 77.30 29579 24005 81.1 26974 19714 73.0 

Source: census 2001 

 

As per the census 2011 figures on comparing with census 2011 male literacy rate has been slightly 

decreased and female literacy rate has been increased from 68.73% to 73.0 percent. 

2.3. Economy and Employment 

2.3.1. Work force participation  

The overall Work Force Participation Ratio (Ratio of total workers Vs total population) for 

Udhampur L.P.A stands 39.19 % which is higher than state figure of 37%. This can be a 

strong base for the economic base for the LPA Udhampur. Within the urban and rural areas in 

Udhampur L.P.A, the urban areas have been observed to have higher work force participation 

ratio than rural areas. It can be implied from the data that Udhampur city generally have a 

high work force participation ratio in comparison to that of the villages. (Refer Table 2.3).  

Table 2.3 - Work Force participation  

State/district/cit

y/ village 

Total 

populatio

n 

Total 

worker

s 

Total 

Workers 

(% of 

Total 

Population

) 

Non-

Workers 

(% of 

Total 

Population

) 

Main 

Workers 

(% of 

Total 

Workers

) 

Margina

l 

Workers 

(% of 

Total 

Workers

) 

Jammu & 

Kashmir  
10143700 

375381

5 
37.00 62.99 69.49 30.53 

City Udhampur 

UG + OG  
81273 34243 42.13 57.86 95.29 4.70 
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All LPA villages 41278 16178 39.19 60.80 74.52 25.47 

Total LPA  122551 50421 41.14 58.86 88.62 11.37 

Source: census 2001 

So it is clear from the above data work force is more oriented towards the urban activities 

than the rural activities. 

2.3.2. Occupational structure: 

The occupational structure has been noticed in LPA Udhampur as per Census 2001. In both 

cases in urban area Udhampur about almost all workers are engaged in secondary and tertiary 

activities. In case of rural area of Udhampur LPA it has been observed that persons engaged 

in the primary activities (cultivators and Agriculture) are 34.66 %.  Remaining are engaged in 

the Secondary and tertiary activities.   In case of Local planning area Udhampur about 89 

percents workers are engaged in the Secondary and tertiary activities. These figures in table 

2.4 show that the scenario of development of Udhampur has more oriented toward the 

Industries as the Trade and commerce flourished in this city and LPA 

Table 2.4- Occupational structure of Udhampur LPA  

Type of workers Urban %  Rural  %  LPA  %  

Primary sector             

Cultivators 505 1.55 4136 34.31 4641 10.39 

Agriculture workers 39 0.12 42 0.35 81 0.18 

Secondary sector   0.00 0 0.00     

Households Industrial workers 120 0.37 60 0.50 180 0.4 

Other industries 6713 21.00 1642 13.62 8355 19 

Tertiary sector  25255 76.97 6176 51.23 31431 70.03 

Total 32632 100.00 12056 100.00 44688 100 

Source: census 2001 

2.3.3. Dependency ratio : 

The dependency ratio of Udhampur city and LPA is almost better than the state as well as the 

district. The dependency ratio of workers versus population is found to be 1:2.3 in case of 

Udhampur city and 1:2.4 in the rural areas of LPA. If we consider at the LPA level it is found 

to be the almost similar to the Udhampur city area. The detail has been given in the Table 2.5 

Shown below: 

Table 2.5 Dependency ratio in Udhampur LP A 
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Category Urban Rural  LPA  

Total 

population 
81273 41278 122551 

Total workers 34243 16178 50421 

Dependency 

Ratio 
1:2.37 1:2.55 1:2.43 

Source: census 2001 

2.4. House Hold survey Analysis 

As per the clause 2.4 (i) of the RFP the five percent sample survey of population and its 

attributes has been collected at entire urban area. Tech Mech International Pvt Ltd. team has 

collected a sample of 495 houses from the entire planning area to analyze the entire planning 

area. The study of this socio-economy is also required for assessing the economic base or 

potential of a particular area. The economic base is one of the important determinants of 

proposed land use. This information forms the basis for the formulation of future Master Plan 

and policies. The various aspects have been studied and analyzed has been described below 

one by one. 

The total no. of houses are surveyed are 495 houses as 5 percent of 9902 households (total no 

of households in Census 2001). The survey has been collected as an every 20
th
 house from 

the whole planning area and been collected from the each ward of city. The total no of 

persons has been calculated from these 495 houses is found to be 2091. The various 

characteristics of this population are as follows; 

2.4.1. Age and Sex 

This aspect has been studied to analyze the category of population which is a main resource 

of the development of LPA Udhampur. The data given in the Table 2.6 as well as in the 

Figure 2.3 is giving the clear cut picture of the population categories of Udhampur LPA. 

Table 2.6 Age and sex distribution of Udhampur LPA 

Age years Males Females Total Percentage 

of Total 
0-6 50 61 111 5.31 

6-20 288 182 470 22.48 

20-55 721 625 1346 64.37 
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55-above 112 52 164 7.84 

Total 1171 920 2091 100 

Source: Primary Socio Economic Survey 

 

 

Figure 2.3 Age sex Pyramid 

In the age of 0-6 years it is found to be that females are more than the males which is 

showing the town Udhampur has shown positive scenario towards the women 

empowerments. On the next in the age of 6 to 20 this is a 22 percent of the total population 

surveyed showing that the demand towards the education and other social physical 

infrastructure of this age group like playgrounds, educational institutes etc. on the next stage 

while analyze the age group 20-55 which is a major workable age group of the every area. It 

is found to be the 64 percent of the total population surveyed. This is showing that the town 

has a major chunk of the workforce which is available for the future development of the 

town. While analyzing the age group of above 55 it found to be 5 percent of the total 

population surveyed who are demanding the more infrastructures like Parks, libraries, 

museums in the city orientation. 

The sex ratio of the town is found to be 915 females per 1000 males when compared with the 

state figure of 892 females per 1000 males seems to be very negative approach with the 

figure of 885 in 2001.so there is an urgent requirement to take suitable steps towards the 

women empowerment programmers in the city of Udhampur. 
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2.4.2. Occupational structure  

While the survey doing the occupational structure of the people has also been analyzed this is 

showing that the out of the total population surveyed which is 804 which is 38 percent of the 

total population surveyed which is lower than the Census figure 42 percent. The engagement 

of total workers in various sectors has been described below in the figure. 

 

Figure 2.4 Occupational Structure 

At the top one, 36 percent of the total workers are engaged in their own business like shops, 

rehris, etc which is showing that the people of the Udhampur are hard workers and not 

depended on the others and Government. Service sector in government sector as well as in 

Private sector also plays an important role in the economic growth of the city.  The survey 

showing that the more than the 50 percent of the population are engaged in the service sector. 

Remaining 15 percent of populations are engaged in the primary and secondary activities 

which are showing that there is least development of industrial sector in the Udhampur town. 

2.4.3. Educational structure  

The educational structure of the Udhampur town will provide us the skilled level of the town 

population which will also show the literacy level of the population.  
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Table 2.7 - Educational Structure  

Qualification  No. of persons 
Percentage  

of total population 

Primary 323 15.91 

Secondary 599 29.51 

Higher secondary 448 22.07 

Graduation 330 16.26 

Post graduation 148 7.29 

Phd 2 0.10 

Illitrate 180 8.87 

Total 2030 100.00 

Source: Primary Socio Economic Survey 

The above table indicates that the literacy level of the city is quite high showing that the 

positive approach towards the Education. The 15 percent of  total has qualified the primary, 

29 percent has qualified secondary, 22 percent has qualified higher secondary, 16 percent has 

qualified the graduation, 7 percent post graduation and there are 2 person which has qualified 

the PhD and there is only 8.8 percent of total surveyed population is comes under the 

illiterate. So that the city and town can also be developed as a Educational hub of the region. 

2.4.4. Per capita Income  

The per capita income of the population will provide us the economic status of the town and 

will provide us the level of infrastructure demanded by the population. the figure --shows that 

at the top one out of 495 families surveyed 225 families having a per capita income of  Rs 

2000-Rs 5000 per month. Which is showing that the level of the town is towards the higher 

MIG, 156 families having per capita income of  RS 5000- 10000 as well as on the lower side 

only 71 families has been categorized under the low income groups having a per capita less 

than Rs 2000 per month. 
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Figure 2.5: Per Capita Income 

2.4.5. Work place relationship 

The workplace relationship will indicate that the growth of future expansion of the town. The 

following figure shows that the 62 percent of the population is working at a walking distance 

under 0 to 3 km and it has also been observed that 90 percent of the population is working 

less than 10 km from their respective house. This indicates that Udhampur town demands 

compact development.  

 

 

Figure 2.6 Work Place Relationship  

Traveling pattern of students show a similar trend with worker as shown in figure below.. 
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Figure 2.7- Travelling pattern of students 

2.4.6. Housing type 

The type of houses has been surveyed and categorized on the basis of material used in the 

flooring, superstructure and roof of each house, and on the basis of ownership status. First of 

all on the basis of material used houses of the city of Udhampur has been categorized into 

three types i.e. kaccha houses, Pucca House and semi Pucca House. The detail and no. of 

house has been cagorised in the figure given below- 

 

Figure 2.8 Types of Houses 

Figure showing that the condition of the houses is much better which falls in the pucca house 

and covers that 89 percent of the total houses, only 11 percent of the houses has been 

categorized into the moderate and poor condition and shown under the semi Pucca and kacha 

houses in the figure above. This shows that the majority of the population living in the 

permanent structures. 
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2.4.7. Ownership status 

Under the housing type the ownership status of the houses has also been studied which 

indicates that the 96 percent of the total population living in their own houses and only four 

percent is living on the rented basis as shown in the figure below. 

 

 

Figure 2.9ï Ownership status of houses 

2.4.8. Households by Source of Drinking Water 

As per the survey done about 96 percent of the total surveyed households have source of the 

drinking water from piped water supply provided by PHE Department and remaining 4  

percent are depends upon the wells and Bowlis etc.  The no. of houses by source of drinking 

water are as under. 

Figure 2.10 ï Households by source of drinking water  
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2.4.9. Households by Availability of Sanitation Facility 

As per the survey done about 91 percent of the total surveyed households using septic tank 

and   3 percents of using Pit tank, 3 percent of is discharging Sewer Directly into the drains of 

city and remaining three percent having No any Facility for Sanitation So there is a demand 

of a sewerage system in the Town. 

 

Figure 2.11 ï Households by source of drinking water 

 

2.4.10. Households by Availability of Assets  

The check list of Assets has been checked during the survey of households which will 

provide us the clear indication of economic status of the local people. The numbers of 

households having different type of assets are as shown in the figure. And table below 
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Table 2.8 - Households by Availability of Assets 

Asset 
No. of 

Households 

Percentage of total 

Surveyed 

Household 

Car 92 18.58 

Two Wheeler 272 54.94 

TV 456 92.12 

Computer/Laptop 106 21.41 

Refrigerator 452 91.31 

Source: Primary Socio Economic Survey 

The table indicates that TV and refrigerator are available in more than 90 percent of the total 

surveyed houses. Two wheelers are also having a more than 50 percent of the total 

household, and it is depicting in the above table only 18 percent of the household having a car 

facility and 21 percent of the household having a computer/laptop facility. 

2.5. Emerging Economic Drivers of LPA Udhampur 

Several Economic drivers have been identified within the Udhampur L.P.A. recently, 

booming real estate activities. These activities have played a great role in both the Physical 

and Economic development of the city. 

Besides this, several multiplexes, like Vishal mega mart and BIG BAZAR have come up in 

the Udhampur city starts contributing towards the economic development. Further, there is 

proposal for establishment of railway link to Katra going to completed in 2013 which will 

give large no. development activities in the Udhampur. The Udhampur over the period of 

time has also established its mark in the tourism industry due to the presence of historical 

sites and pilgrims such as Vaishno Devi, and Patnitop The city is witnessing boom in hotel 

and restaurant industry due to large influx of tourists on daily basis. The booming tourism 

industry is bound to give employment to large number of people in near future. Existing 

economic drivers are studied in terms of Industry, Trade/commerce, Tourism and Agriculture 

and Allied activities. 

2.5.1. Industrial base 

There are at present 62 industrial units have been registered which are located within the 

municipal limit having manpower less than 4 workers.  (Refer Annexure II). The number of 

need based industries would increase because of many incentives offered by the state 
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government for the entrepreneurs of the industrial houses and entrepreneurs to establish the 

medium and small scale industrial units. Seeing the past trends of considerable change in the 

industrial sector in the town, need based industries like Food products, wood products, 

Readymade garments, Metal products, Leather products, Rolling Shutters and Iron grills, ice 

factories are playing an important role in the economic development. 

2.5.1.1. Industrial Estates: 

Industrial estates have been setup in the city of Udhampur by Department of Industries under 

State Govt. Policy to facilitate industrial development in cities with potential for 

industrialization. 

Udhampur with high potential for industrial growth has two Industrial estates. The details of 

industrial estates in Udhampur city within L.P.A are given in the table below: 

Table: 2.9 Industrial estates 

Serial no. Industrial 

Estate 

Total area in 

hac. 

No. of units No of 

working 

units 

No. of non 

working 

Units 

1 Thanda 

badder  

2.47 23 13 10 

2 Battal 

Ballian 

47.55 64 59 5 

Total  50.02 87 72 15 

Source: Industrial Department, Udhampur 

 

The broad location of industrial units is disorganized excepting industrial estate established 

by the government over an area of 2.47 hac., and having industrial units as listed in annexure 

III as joinery saw mills, furniture and fixtures and wood products, ice factories, soap 

factories, lime and Brick and tile manufacturing lie along the major roads and in the interior 

which are not compatible to the uses. 

Within LPA, Udhampur, the two Focal Points cover a total area of 50.02 acres with a total of 

87 industrial sheds/ plots.  The existing industrial estates although have provision of water 

supply, and storm water drainage but they lack maintenance. The internal roads in the old 

industrial estates   are not well maintained. Open disposal of industrial waste has been 

observed which needs to be regulated. 

Based on the polluting level of particular industries each industry has to be categorized as 

Red, Orange and Green, the detail in each has been given in the figure below: 
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Source: Industrial Department, Udhampur 

From the figure it is clear that in the industrial estate Thanda Badder there are 3 industrial 

units which are falling in the Red category which need s to be shifted outside in the Battal 

Ballian industrial estate and Thanda Badder industrial estate to be kept as a non polluting. 

An industrial estate Battal Ballian has been developed recently in the south of the city of 

Udhampur along the national highway which is covering an area of 47.55 hectare.  having 

industries like; cement, Coal based industries, other mineral and plastic industries, which is 

showing a positive approach towards the nature. This Industrial area is polluting in nature but 

it has been developed in the outskirts in the city far away from the municipal boundary of 

Udhampur showing no impact on the town. The area is developed recently having a large 

chunk of land is available for future development. 

The railway link exits from Udhampur recently established have also a great potential for the 

industrial development in a city of Udhampur. For the Establishment for the industrial base 

the industrial base town has the following potentials. 

As per the studies conducted Udhampur District has mineral resourses in abundance, like coal 

fields in Jungal-Gali, existence of Bauxite & lignite ores with coal belts in Kanthan and 

availability of 500 to 600 million tones of lime which will act as boom for the industrial Base 

and industries of cement based, iron based and lime based can be explored. 
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2.5.1.2. Key issues:  

1. Scattered industries ï no consideration to accessibility/approach/ has been given. 

2. Some Industrial units along major roads are developed without proper 

policies/strategies and are incompatible with their respective uses. 

3.  As per the reference of old Master plan The lost glory of Udahmpur city in terms of 

Food products, wood products, readymade garments, metal products, leather products, 

Rolling Shutters requires immediate restoration. 

4. Indusrial growth of the town and its environs have to be boost to bring in small and 

medium scale industries as well as handicrafts and industries based on the agro forest 

products  which is totally loosing day by day. 

5. Absence of food processing industry or cold storage facility 

2.5.2. Trade and commerce: 

The Udhampur is an important trade and Commerce centre of whole Local planning area as 

well as Udhampur City because of its nodal location at the inter-section of Jammu to Srinagar 

National Highway 44 and Udhampur- Dhar Highway. As per data provided by the Municipal 

council of Udhampur there are large numbers of shops of all type in city are exits.  These are 

located (predominantly) at bus stand Dhabbar- Park, main Bazar, Mukharji bazaar and 

Adarsh Colony and also Ribboning along with sides of corridor on NH 44 and Dhar - 

Udhampur road. Broad locations of the shopping areas are at:- 
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1. Bus stand market (un regulated) 

2. Mukharji Bazar and Ram Nagar Road 

3. Natraj Cinema Market  

4. Salian Talab 

5. Super Bazar near Bus Stand 

6. Dhabbar Market 

7. Main Bazar and Geeta Bhawan 

8. Housing board colony Market 

9. Meat Market near old Hospital 

10. Court road Market 

11. New hospital road 

2.5.2.1. Retail and whole sale shops 

As per the data provided by the Municipal council Udhampur there are 1700 retail shops and 

100 whole sale shops say (1800 Total) exists in the Udhampur local planning area which are 

scattered all over the city. As per UDPFI guidelines for existing population of LPA, 1 shop is 

required for every 200 persons, at each, at Community centre and Sector centre, 1 shop is 

required for 110 persons at Cluster centre. But now there is no hierarchy of commercial 

activities. So the average is, 1 shop is required for 170 persons. 

Data provided by MC gives one shop per 60 persons which is quite high as per the 

requirement, so that the commercial establishment due to the transitory and service nature of 

the town, also due to the location of the city is falling on  the major Tourist Route of NH 1-A. 

2.5.2.2. Ware Houses and Godowns  

As per the data provided by the Municipal council, Udhampur, there is no warehouse in the 

entire planning area and there are 15 godowns which exist in the city of Udhampur, which are 

located all over the city in Mukherjee bazaar, Main bazaar, Dhar Ramnagar road, Adarsh 

Colony and near the Bus stand. 

2.5.2.3. Mandies 

There is one vegetable market located on Dhar road which is in the form of a square having 

an area of 2.4 acres.  The Mandi deals in retail consumable goods, Comprising of Vegetable, 

fruits etc. 
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2.5.2.4. Grain market:  

This market is located along the road, leading from north-eastern side of bus stand to old 

Mukherjee Bazar road. This deals in retail Business of grains, potatoes, pulses, red chilies, 

ginger etc. 

The area under the Vegetable market and grain mandi is not sufficient and is further choked 

by Rehris, hand carts and heavy vehicles in the mandi areas. 

2.5.2.5. Informal Sector 

In addition to these Traditional markets city has large number of informal markets. The 

genesis of these informal markets has its origin in the large number of tourists and visitors 

coming to the city regularly, lack of formal commercial spaces, land values and land disposal 

policy of the Parastatal agencies. Most of these informal markets are located around the 

major traffic nodes including railway station, bus stand and places of tourist interest and 

religious Centres etc, most of these informal markets are located on road berms, vacant 

land/open spaces, parking lots etc are creating numerous problems in the efficient functioning 

of the city including traffic and transportation. In order to rationalize the growth and 

development of the city, informal sector needs to be made integral part of the city planning 

and development process. Options for creating more affordable commercial areas in terms of 

day markets needs to be explored in order to enable the informal sector contribute to the 

economic growth of the city. 

Informal sector, survey in the city has been conducted in order to have better understanding 

of the exact nature and characteristics of these areas. The major considerations taken while 

analyzing the informal activities in these stretch/junctions are surrounding land use, character 

of land use activity, effective width of road reduced due to encroachments and informal 

activity. 

The nature of informal activity, whether it is permanent, temporary or mobile, duration of 

time and peak hours of informal activities, space occupied for particular use, availability of 

infrastructure, source of electricity, mode of disposal generated by these informal vendors. 

Informal parking and on- street parking. As per the data provided by the Municipal council 

Udhampur there are 500 street vendors throughout the entire planning area who are engaged 

in informal sector.  The issue is to have formal spaces for such informal markets so that they 

donôt create problem rather help in economic generation of the city.  



Data Base Report                                                                                                      Town Planning Organization, 

Udhampur                                                                                                                   Jammu                                                                                                                        

Master Plan Udhampur                                                                51                                       Tech Mech International Pvt. Ltd 

2.5.2.6. KEY ISSUES 

1. The markets of the old city are highly congested and have high density. Due to 

absence of adequate parking and organized commercial area the movement in these 

areas has been hampered. 

2.  The narrow streets and road encroachments have further degraded the aesthetic and 

potential of the area. This has affected the trade of the markets and thus their 

existence. 

3.  No institution dedicated to research and development of traditional industrial 

products of the city, like wooden and forest products, is established to improve their 

quality, cost effectiveness and marketing. 

4. No commercial complex for banking, insurance and share market exists in the city. 

5. No organized space is available for the informal sector of the city. So that they donôt 

create problem rather help in economic generation of the city.  

2.5.3.   Tourism 

2.5.3.1. Tourist nodes at regional level 

The existence of following Tourist spots in the Udhampur District as well as the surrounding 

Regions has made Udhampur a tourist centre of National repute and hub of religious and 

cultural heritage.  

1. Krimchi Group of Temples, ancient temples with history related to Mahabharata 

2. Vaishnodevi, one of the most revered Hindu temples dedicated to Goddess Shakti 

3. Shivkhori, cave shrine dedicate to Lord Shiva 

4. Patnitop, a hill top tourist destination 

5. Baba Dhansar  

6. Siar Baba 

7. Reasi 

8. Bhimgarh Fort 

9. Kalika Temple 

10. Mansar lake 

11. Suruinsar Lake 

12. Kali Mata Mandir, Rehambal fort, 9 km from Udhampur town on NH-44. 

13. Sanasar, 19 km from Patnitop, it is a hub of wilderness adventure camps and 

paragliding in Jammu. 

14. Nathatop, 11 km from Patnitop, on route to Sanasar, it offers scenic view of the 

surroundings of Shivalik range and the Brahma Massif of the Kishtwar Himalayas. It 

is also popular site for paragliding. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Krimchi_Group_of_Temples&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vaishnodevi
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shakti
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shivkhori
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shiva
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patnitop
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baba_Dhansar
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Siar_Baba&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reasi
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bhimgarh_Fort
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kalika_Temple
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mansar_lake&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Suruinsar_Lake&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=REHAMBAL&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanasar
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Nathatop&action=edit&redlink=1
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15. Pancheri, one of the best hill station about 40 km from Udhampur city,  a health resort 

with very pleasant weather, annual Shankri Devta mela is a big tourist attraction in 

summers. 

Accordingly, it attracts large number of tourists on day-to-day basis. In addition, it has the 

distinct advantage of having a number of historical sites present within the LPA and its 

surroundings, which offer enormous opportunities of development. These sites can be 

effectively used and developed for leveraging the tourism potential and for providing and 

required impetus to the tourism. Further, it has been observed that despite large no. of tourists 

visiting the city, their actual stay is highly restricted. Most of the tourists stay only for 2-3 

hours. In order to make tourism as the major economic driver for the area, it is proposed to 

extend the stay of the tourists to two-three days. In addition, city has very limited 

accommodation for catering to low budget tourists. Accordingly, it is also important that 

appropriate level of budget hotels are created in the city. Scheme for accommodating tourists 

in the residential houses (bed and breakfast) can also be considered as an option for providing 

affordable accommodation to the tourists. Incentive based scheme will have to be framed for 

creating appropriate level of budget accommodation. It is also proposed to provide numerous 

options for the tourists by developing tourist circuits at various levels like Local and Regional 

level. 

The entire approach to promote tourism shall revolve around provision of 4 as including 

1. Promoting high degree of Accessibility, 

2. Providing comfortable and affordable quality Accommodation, including low budget 

accommodation. 

3. Creating more opportunities for Attracting tourists, and 

4. Providing state of art tourism related Infrastructure and Amenities. 

2.5.3.2. Touristôs Inflow at regional level 

The town is working as nuclei for all routes of Tourists by Rail and Roads. In view of easy 

accessibility by road, and Railway line, Udhampur is well connected with other parts of the 

Country. It attracts tourists from various walks of life. The data shown by Department of 

Tourism, the number of Tourists has increased from 199532 to 320734 in 2006 to 2010 

Annual tourist arrivals are as under: 

 

 Table 2.10- Tourist Trend in Udhampur at Patnitop and Sanasar 

Year No of Tourists Growth rate 

2006 199532 
 2007 197140 -1.21 

2008 188364 -4.6 

2009 166232 -13.3 

2010 320734 48.17 
Source: Tourism Department, Udhampur 

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pancheri&action=edit&redlink=1
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Above data is showing that the there is decrease in the Tourist Flow from the year 2006 to 

2010 but there is a sharp increase of tourists in the year 2010 with a growth rate of 48 

percent. So the data is showing that the there is a potential to develop a tourism industry in 

Udhampur.  

The Tourism potential of the truncated District Udhampur has however in no way been 

diminished by the above developments as it is still home to the premier hill resort of Patnitop, 

the ancient Heritage sites of Krimachi, Babor, Ramnagar and Jaganoo and to numerous well 

known pilgrimage centres such as Sudhmahadev, Mantalai, Pingla Mata, Jallandhari Mata 

(Ladden), Shiv Parvati Caves of Moungri, The Holy Devika Rivulet at Udhampur besides 

many other Shrines. The National Highway 1-A connecting Kashmir valley the veritable 

ñParadise on Earthò to Jammu and the rest of the country also passes through Udhampur 

opening up numerous opportunities for Highway Tourism. The 70 Lakh pilgrim-cum-tourists 

visiting Vaishnoo devi every year also have a tendency to visit other newly centers of 

pilgrimage and tourist destinations before returning home thus presenting a great potential for 

the development of pilgrimage/ tourism in the district as well as Town Udhampur. 

2.5.3.3. Tourist attraction nodes at local Level 

Holy Devika  

The Holy Devika Devasthan located on the bank of the Holy Devika Rivulet in the District 

Headquarters Udhampur is at a distance of 43 Kilometers from Katra, the base town for 

Vaishnoodevi Pilgrimage. It is only a few hundred meters from the National Highway 1-A 

which links Katra/ Jammu to Patnitop and the beautiful valley of Kashmir. The Holly Devika 

rivulet is considered in Hindu mythology to be even more sacred than the Ganges. It is called 

the elder sister of the river Ganges and lakhs of devotees from all over the regions come to 

take a dip in the Holy river every year. The religious importance of Holy Devika is such that 

lakhs of people of the region also come have for their religious rites. During Baisakhi every 

year a 3 day mela is held here which is attended by large number of person from both within 

and outside the State. 

Keeping in view its historical and religious importance and the potential that it holds as an 

accessible pilgrimage tourism attraction there is a need to prepare a comprehensive 

development plan for the holy devika  site complex which will attracts he State Government 
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has decided to develop it in a big way. Some of the historical pictures of devika complex are 

as follow:- 

Ancient group of temples at Devika Complex

 
































































































































































































































































































































































